[Gliosarcoma associated with von Recklinghausen's disease: a case report].
A very rare case of gliosarcoma with von Recklinghausen's disease is presented. A 51-year-old man was admitted to our hospital in March 1990, because of a 2-month history of personality change and left hemiparesis. Multiple neurofibroma over his whole body with many café au lait spots had been present since early childhood. His mother, brothers and children also had café au lait spots. Neurological examination on admission revealed memory disturbance, left homonymous hemianopsia and left hemiparesis. CT scan showed a large lobular lesion in the right temporoparietal region. The medial hypodense part was sharply demarcated by a ring-like enhancement, while the lateral isodense part was homogeneously enhanced. MRI showed a sharply demarcated high intensity lesion with Gd-EDTA enhancement corresponding to the enhanced area on CT. Faint staining on angiography revealed that the blood supply to the tumor was predominantly dural. At surgery, the tumor was solid and highly vascular, and adhered tightly to the dura. The superficial part of the tumor was well demarcated from the brain tissue, but the demarcation was obscure in the deeper part. Histological findings showed two clearly defined neoplastic components: a gliomatous component that was stained for GFAP, and a sarcomatous component that had spindle-shaped nuclei and eosinophilic fibers. The patient underwent radiotherapy after surgery, but the tumor soon recurred. A second operation was performed, but the tumor had infiltrated into the scalp and he died 10 months after the first operation. This combination is very rare and has not been reported previously.